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Under such a system, every Member State 

could come up for review on a periodic basis. 
Any such rotation should not, however, im-
pede the Council from dealing with massive 
and gross violations that might occur. In-
deed, the Council will have to be able to 
bring urgent crises to the attention of the 
world community. 

The new Human Rights Council must be a 
society of the committed. It must be more 
accountable and more representative. That 
is why I have suggested that members be 
elected by a two-thirds majority of the Gen-
eral Assembly, and that those elected should 
have a solid record of commitment to the 
highest human rights standards. Being elect-
ed by a two-thirds majority of the General 
Assembly should help make members more 
accountable, and the body as a whole more 
representative. 

A Council will not overcome all the ten-
sions that accompany our handling of human 
rights. A degree of tension is inherent in the 
issues. But the Council would allow for a 
more comprehensive and objective approach. 
And ultimately it would produce more effec-
tive assistance and protections, and that is 
the yardstick by which we should be meas-
ured. I urge Member States to reach early 
agreement in principle to establish a Human 
Rights Council. They can then turn to the 
details such as its size, composition and 
mandate; its relationship with other UN bod-
ies; and how to retain the best of the exist-
ing mechanisms, such as the special 
rapporteurs and the close ties with NGOs. 
Consultations with the High Commissioner 
would naturally be a very central part of 
this process, and she stands ready to assist. 
Let us all do our part to make this happen, 
and show that the United Nations takes the 
cause of human rights as seriously as it does 
those of security and development. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Human rights are 
the core of the United Nations’ identity. Men 
and women everywhere expect us to uphold 
universal ideals. They need us to be their 
ally and protector. They want to believe we 
can help unmask bigotry and defend the 
rights of the weak and voiceless. 

For too long now, we have indulged this 
view of our own capabilities. But the gap be-
tween what we seem to promise, and what we 
actually deliver, has grown. The answer is 
not to draw back from an ambitious human 
rights agenda, but to make the improve-
ments that will enable our machinery to live 
up to the world’s expectations. 

Our constituents will not understand or ac-
cept any excuse if we fail to act. So let us 
show them that we understand what is at 
stake. 

Thank you very much.
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF MOON HERNANDEZ, BOWIE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Moon Hernandez, Bowie Elementary 
School Teacher of the Year. 

Mrs. Hernandez is currently a second grade 
teacher at Bowie Elementary. She received 
her teaching degree from Texas A&M Univer-
sity, making her the first of five children in her 
family to graduate college. 

Mrs. Hernandez has served on the District 
Education Improvement Committee for the last 

four years and is presently the Literacy Link 
Lead teacher for the second grade teachers at 
Bowie. She has served as the second grade 
team leader and as a technology presenter at 
the TCEA 23rd Annual Convention. 

Mrs. Hernandez’s goal in teaching is to help 
children become independent thinkers so that. 
they can be better prepared for the real world. 
She credits her mother, who would not let her 
miss a day of school even as a young child, 
as her inspiration for learning and teaching. 

She works tirelessly to provide her students 
with superior problem solving skills and con-
fidence in themselves. 

Mrs. Hernandez is an incredible contributor 
to her community and to her students, and I 
am honored to have the chance to recognize 
her here today.
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REGARDING H. CON. RES. 34

HON. JIM MARSHALL 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, on April 5, 
2005, we short-circuited debate and used a 
suspension motion to honor Yogi Bhajan. It 
has since come to my attention that Mr. 
Bhajan is a controversial figure. Had I known 
of the controversy surrounding him, I would 
not have voted in favor of this suspension of 
the House’s normal legislative process.
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BANKRUPTCY ABUSE PREVENTION 
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 
ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I am reminded of the words of the 
first President of the United States, George 
Washington, whose words are worth repeating 
at this time: ‘‘The willingness with which our 
young people are likely to serve in any war, 
no matter how justified, shall be directly pro-
portional as to how they perceive the veterans 
of earlier wars were treated and appreciated 
by their country.’’

Republican priorities: 
Many of them talk about protecting veterans 

and making sure veterans have the support 
they need when returning from protecting this 
country’s freedom in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Yesterday, the House passed H.R. 8, to 
make permanent the repeal of the estate tax. 
This bill will cost the American taxpayer $290 
billion over the next ten years. The cost over 
the first ten years could go to $1 trillion. 

Let me repeat that: $1 trillion. 
That is a huge cost to all of us. 
The bill gives a tax break to the wealthiest 

3⁄10 of 1 percent of estates, while imposing a 
new capital gains tax on most, including those 
of small business owners and farmers. 

At the same time, the Republicans passed 
a budget that calls for $800 million in cuts to 
the VA over the next five years. 

Clearly, the Republicans are attempting to 
balance the budget on the backs of veterans’ 

health care, and on the backs of the widows 
and orphans of those who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice for our country’s freedom. 

Today, this same house will vote on bank-
ruptcy legislation that does nothing to protect 
our veterans. 

These brave men and women are serving 
their country in Iraq and Afghanistan, while at 
home, their lives and livelihoods are going 
down the drain. Many of these people have 
gone into debt and the circumstances of their 
debt occurred either before, during or after 
their active duty. This bill does not help these 
people. 

Many of our service members—especially, 
the citizen soldiers of the Guard and Reserve 
forces, could face terrible financial problems 
because they do not qualify for a narrow pro-
tection of debt incurred while on duty if S. 256 
becomes law. 

Since 9/11, approximately half a million Re-
servists and Guardsmen have been called to 
active duty: Some more than once. Hundreds 
of thousands of Reservists and National 
Guardsmen are currently activated in support 
of ongoing military operations. According to 
the National Guard, 4 out of 10 members of 
the National Guard and Reserve forces lose 
income when they leave their civilian jobs for 
active duty. 

The people of this country need to see what 
policies the republicans actually vote for. They 
talk the talk very well, but do not walk the walk 
or roll the roll for our veterans, who have sac-
rificed their bodies for this Nation.
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF MEGAN NEBGEN, GOODNIGHT 
JUNIOR HIGH TEACHER OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Megan Nebgen, Goodnight Junior 
High Teacher of the Year. 

Mrs. Nebgen is the coach of the Dancin’ 
Stars Team at Goodnight, a position she has 
held for the past two years. She is well-quali-
fied for the position, having received a Bach-
elor of Science in Dance from Texas State 
University. She has brought energy and initia-
tive to Goodnight, establishing the first Contest 
Team at the school. 

Megan Nebgen believes that dance can be 
an excellent venue for growth for girls, teach-
ing them to express themselves through 
movement and building their self-esteem. Her 
girls have won many awards in competition, 
but Mrs. Nebgen believes that the confidence 
and pride that the girls get from the dance 
program is their most important reward. 

She believes that dance can help students 
in the rest of their lives, citing the fact that 
most of her students improve their marks in 
school when they are enrolled. Mrs. Nebgen 
also believes that team competitive dance can 
teach an important civic virtue: teamwork. Mrs. 
Nebgen herself is a team player within her 
school, taking time from her schedule to par-
ticipate in both the Campus Management 
Team and the Veteran’s Day Committee. 

Mrs. Nebgen has made an important con-
tribution to the health and happiness of the 
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girls under her mentorship. Her work in dance 
benefits her whole community, and I am proud 
to have had the chance to recognize her here 
today.
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A TRIBUTE TO WILLIE GARY 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Willie E. Gary for his work as an out-
standing trial attorney, philanthropist and com-
munity activist. 

Attorney Willie E. Gary is living the Amer-
ican Dream. Once a migrant worker, now a 
multi-millionaire attorney, Gary earned his rep-
utation as ‘‘The Giant Killer’’ by representing 
little-known clients against major corporations. 
Gary’s amazing success has earned him na-
tional recognition as a leading trial attorney. 
Along the way he has handled some of the 
largest jury awards and settlements in U.S. 
history, winning more than 150 cases valued 
in excess of $1 million each. 

His remarkable legal career and tireless 
work on behalf of his clients has been well 
documented on ‘‘60 Minutes’’, ‘‘CBS Evening 
News’’, ‘‘The Oprah Winfrey Show’’, ABC’s 
‘‘World News Tonight’’ with Peter Jennings, 
and CBS’s ‘‘The Early Show’’ with Bryant 
Gumbel. In May 2002, he was featured in 
Ebony magazine as one of the ‘‘100 Most In-
fluential Black Americans’’. Forbes Magazine 
has listed him as one of the ‘‘Top 50 attorneys 
in the U.S.’’ 

Gary has also been featured in such na-
tional media publications as The New York 
Times, The Chicago Tribune, The Boston 
Globe, Black Enterprise, The New Yorker and 
The National Law Journal. 

But Willie Gary’s triumphant rise to the top 
is no overnight success story. 

His vast appeal stems from his desire to be 
the best and a passionate work ethic he 
learned through his humble beginnings. One 
of 11 children of Turner and Mary Gary, Willie 
Gary was born July 12, 1947 in Eastman, 
Georgia, and raised in migrant farming com-
munities in Florida, Georgia and the Carolinas. 

His unwavering desire to earn a college 
education ultimately led him to Shaw Univer-
sity in Raleigh, North Carolina where the all-
state high school football player would earn an 
athletic scholarship after being told there was 
no room for him on the team. Gary went on 
to become the co-captain of Shaw’s football 
team during the 1969, 1970 and 1971 sea-
sons. 

Earning a Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration, Gary went on to North Carolina 
Central University in Durham, North Carolina 
where he earned a Juris Doctorate in 1974. 
Upon earning his law degree, Gary returned to 
Florida where his childhood sweetheart, Gloria 
soon became his wife. 

Gary was admitted to the Florida Bar and 
opened his hometown’s first African-American 
law firm with Gloria’s assistance. His practice 
has since grown into the thriving national part-
nership known as Gary, Williams, Parenti, 
Finney, Lewis, McManus, Watson & 
Sperando, P.L., consisting of 37 attorneys, a 
team of paralegals, a professional staff of 120 
including six nurses two full-time investigators, 

an administrator, a certified public accountant, 
a public relations director, a general counsel, 
human resources director, and a full adminis-
trative staff. 

Gary is a member of the National Bar Asso-
ciations, the American Bar Association, Amer-
ican Trial Lawyers Associations, Florida Acad-
emy of Trial Lawyers Association, Martin and 
St. Lucie County Bar Associations and the Mil-
lion Dollar Verdict Club. 

Gary’s scope of interest extends far beyond 
the courtroom. 

He is chairman of the Black Family Chan-
nel, the nation’s first African-American owned 
and operated 24-hour cable channel that is 
devoted to wholesome ‘‘family values’’ pro-
gramming for urban viewers. Based in Atlanta, 
Georgia, the network’s vision is to provide in-
telligent, family-oriented programming that em-
braces values in business, entertainment, 
sports, ministries and government. Gary also 
hosts a weekly talk show on the Black Family 
Channel featuring personal interviews with 
prominent guests 

Known as a businessman, churchman, hu-
manitarian and philanthropist, Gary is deeply 
involved in charity and civic work. He is com-
mitted to enhancing the lives of young people 
through education. 

In 1991, Gary donated $10.1 million to his 
alma mater, Shaw University. He has also do-
nated hundreds of thousands of dollars to doz-
ens of Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities throughout the U.S. In 1994, he and his 
wife, Gloria, formed The Gary Foundation to 
carry out this formidable task. The Gary Foun-
dation provides scholarships, direction and 
other resources to youth, so they can realize 
their dreams of achieving a higher education. 

His national television campaign, ‘‘Education 
is Power,’’ encourages children to stay in 
school and be the best that they can be. In 
addition to being a lawyer, a philanthropist, a 
media mogul and a motivational speaker, Gary 
continues to serve on the board of trustees of 
numerous universities and foundations. He 
has received honorary doctorates from dozens 
of colleges and universities. 

His extensive community activities include 
membership in the NAACP, Florida Guards-
men, Inc, Urban League, Civitan International, 
the United Way of Martin County and Martin 
Memorial Hospital Foundation Council, and 
many others. 

Willie and his wife Gloria have four sons, 
Kenneth, Sekou, Ali, and Kobie. Mr. Speaker, 
Willie Gary has continued to demonstrate 
through his work as an attorney and his com-
mitment and generosity in helping others that 
he is more than worthy of our recognition 
today.
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF KYLE WILSON, PRIDE HIGH 
SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the outstanding contributions of PRIDE 
High School Teacher of the Year, Kyle Wilson. 

Mr. Wilson has been a teacher at PRIDE, 
an alternative school for at-risk students, for 
fifteen years. He was one of the original team 

of teachers who founded PRIDE High School. 
He has two Bachelor’s degrees, in Psychology 
and Biology, and he uses his training to teach 
his students how to explore the world around 
them as scientists. 

Kyle Wilson gives his students real-world 
science experience by involving them in the 
PHS Hydrosphere Monitors, a campus organi-
zation which protects the environment by test-
ing the water quality of the Blanco River. The 
PHS Hydrosphere Monitors work together with 
Texas State University, which compiles the 
water quality information from various schools 
to create a picture of water quality throughout 
the state. This project not only provides the 
State with valuable data; it also promotes the 
attitudes and social values conducive to sci-
entific learning, and teaches students the 
value of volunteering for a cause larger than 
themselves. 

Mr. Wilson has won many awards for his 
work. He was named Texas Watch ‘‘Out-
standing Monitor’’ in 2002, has been recog-
nized by the National Science Teachers Asso-
ciation, and was Wal-Mart Teacher of the Year 
in 2005. This is the second time he has re-
ceived the Teacher of the Year Award from 
his school. He has done a tremendous 
amount for the children of the State of Texas, 
and I am happy to have the opportunity to 
thank him here today.
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IN MEMORY OF DANIEL KEMP 
NALL 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Daniel Kemp Nall 
of Sheridan. Dan passed away on Friday, 
March 4th at the age of 85. I wish to recog-
nize his life and achievements. 

Dan was born on April 28, 1919 in Sheri-
dan, and remained a citizen of Grant County 
for almost his entire life. Dan attended Hen-
derson State Teachers College, and received 
bachelor degrees in history and physical edu-
cation. Dan also earned a master’s degree in 
History from the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville. 

Dan served his country during World War II 
in the United States Navy. Upon returning to 
Sheridan, his career path took him to edu-
cation and coaching, including tenures at 
Hendrix College, Morrilton High School, and 
Sheridan High School. 

After Dan retired from education, he was ex-
tremely active in the Democratic Party of Ar-
kansas and Senior Democrats of Arkansas. 
Dan served as Sergeant-of-Arms in the Arkan-
sas State Senate during my time there, where 
I had the privilege of knowing Dan and count-
ing him as a friend. 

Dan’s commitment to the Sheridan commu-
nity and to our state did not stop with public 
education. He served as President of the Ar-
kansas Athletic Association and as Postmaster 
of Sheridan. He also worked as a member of 
the Grant County Museum Board of Directors 
in its founding and was named Board Member 
Emeritus in February 2004. 

Daniel Kemp Nall will forever be remem-
bered as a terrific husband, father, grand-
father, and great grandfather. Dan’s wife, 
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